29-31 March
of freedom and peace, which he describes as a unique and
mighty victory.
abyssinia
Thirty-seven aeroplanes attacked IFarar, and by evening half
the town was in flames. Amongst the buildings destroyed were
the Coptic Cathedral, the Catholic Church, the French Consular
Agency, the French hospital, the wireless station and prison, and
much of the French Catholic Mission. Fifteen bombs struck
the Egyptian Red Crescent Hospital, and the Ethiopian Red
Cross was hit many times.
Monday 30	boring for oil nkau portsmouth
The first test-well to bore for oil was begun at Portsdown
Hill, above Portsmouth, where a site of five acres had been set
aside for this experiment. At this spot geologists hope that
certain rocks of the wealdcn and prc-wealclen age will be found
so folded that they form a reservoir into which petroleum is
caught in large quantities.
A ha<;i'iim?k\s homk Music
The bagpipes have recently been occupying the attention of
Birkenhead magistrates. Mr. F. A. K. Allan of (Jreasby was
summoned by his next-door neighbour and two other neigh-
bours, who alleged that his playing of the bagpipes constitutes
an unreasonable, unnecessary, and excessive noise, injurious to
health and capable of being mitigated. After two adjournments
the parties reached an agreement on the limitation of time for
playing—thirty minutes a day—but not the room in which the
pipes should be played. One of the plaintiffs suggested a box-
room over the hall as a suitable place, but the defendant replied
that it would be cold in winter. The prosecution retorted that
he put so much energy into the playing of his pipes that he was
unlikely to feel it.
Tuesday 31	herrvon rjlbbbntoop
Herr von Ribbentrop, the Fiihrcr's Ambassador-at-Large,
has returned to London by aeroplane, lie was delayed by head
winds, and telephoned to Mr. Eden to postpone their meeting
till the next day. He is believed to have with him two documents
—one relating to the interim period and replying to the London
draft proposals, the other elaborating in greater detail Herr
Hitler's peace proposals of 7 March. There have been many
rumours that the Cabinet is split on the question of the talks
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